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ONE HlINDREl) AND FIFTY YEARS OF SCIENCE IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 



I’rL'iimlile 

■'...ilio hinli iil'ji liKiv iiil'aiU..-“ This was Or U.S. 
Uiw’ci.s's (.•viicaiiuM Ml the South Ausinilian liisiilulc 
in his I'lusiiJuiilial AJUrcss us puhlislieiJ in Iho 
liuiisaciioiis aiuJ ProcmJinjJs of Iho Koval Socict'i 
of Soiilh Aiisiralia in 1922. FiirlliLT. iii his doriintive 
I lisioQ (if the Society, he Jescrihc.s liow its ■junior 
nuMiiber". the AckTaidc Philosophical Society. Was 
lawiieil on .laiuiary lOth IS.S.L one hunclretl and fifty 
years iiyo. Gvenliially. that Adelaide I’hilosophicif 
Society hiul besiiiwal upon it the Koval pairouaee. u 
sl.iliis lhal sve, as the Royal Society of Si'utht 
Austriilia Inc., have proudly luaintaincd foi nearly 
one and a quiuier cemuiies. 

Traditionally, each new volume of the Transactions 
ol the Royal Society of South Australia has. in it.s 
business-like way, launched .siraieht into a 
picscnlaiiun of scientific novelty on page one-. 
I Inash.unedly. the ultimate page of the Tran.saetions 
IS ueiierally the last page ol a Bi icf ComiTuuiiealion 
dial represents some “breaking’' seieniilie 
kiiowicilge t.fnly when the oeeasion arises, have Itie 
lidiior.s added an I'biluary to eelehiaic the 
ouisiauding cmeer in science of a rs'cenily decea.%ed 
I 'el low nl the Society. 

Today, we hivak sviih ihiu forniai. We have opened 
(he first Volume of Ihe Transactions for 2()()?i with a 
ccls-bniiion ol'our Society's infancy and adolesecnee. 
Council suggested dial I prepare lhal edebraiion. 
Pariictil.irly. I inteml to eelehrale Ihe ini])orlanee o' 
some of the early eonirihuiors to oui esiublishnicnt. 
Whilsi lhal esiahlishmeiii occurred In a colony 
iiiiiied from Loudon to "...diffuse Useful knowledge 
.nnono the colonisLs.". its erilieal mass o( 
population would have only had a limilecl iiilrinsie 
jroul of inielleclual diversity. I hope dial my focus on 
these early beginnings will siinnilaie an emergenee 
ol some of our present l-dlows to become charged 
with similar invigorating initiatives or a grcaier 
mvolvciueiii in ihe Royal .Society of South Australia 
ol the Iwcnly fust century. No(ublv, such iiiliiativcs 
mighi be aimed at our Society’s currenl need to 
dissennmue a groiilcr exciicmein of scieiiMic 
curiosity to a general cuiniminity whose L|uesi fo,- 
kiiowledge clearly remains unfulfilled. Perhaps such 
inliiatives might involve numagemeni or poliey- 
makiiig wilhiii the Society. Our need lor hd|i widi a 
raiigc of aspeets of our publications is aJways a 
priuriiy, .Mlernativdy, our readers may he moved to 



augmeni or drive a novel approach to the seieniific 
prograrninc. Pc-i.-.oiUilly. I am parMci.ilaily iutere.sicd 
in eneouraging our younger Fellows to realise Iticii 
wortli. Indeed, while the average age ol om 
Kellowship mighi be considcTc'd us luaiuie''. the 
eenlleiOeii wlio launehcil ihe SiKieiy were, in fael. 
very young. 

Tlio Uirili (if a Vision 

In IS5.T five genileinen galhered in Mr .lohii L. 
■\'oung\ house in .SiepheiTs Place. .Adelaide, hi 
foriually establish a Society ".... lor die discussion 
of all subjects coniiceled widi sdenee. literature and 
the arts". 

Ytning, logedier with the Chairnian of Ihis 
preliminary ineciing. .hilin Howard Ckuk. a Rpimer 
edilor ol Tilt' Ri had been fellow stiidenf.s at 

King's College, laiiidori. Both wc-tc 2.^ years of age 
.Mihougli Young was a professional engineer, liis 
first position afiei his aniS'al in South Ausuulia in 
Octoher IS50 was as an Assisiam iiia.sier in the 
newly Ibuiidcd proprietary High Sdiuol on (he S.A 
(.'oiiipany's prenii.ses on Norlh Tciraee. l.aler, he 
opened a school in fiheriie/'er Place, off Kumllc 
Sheet East Clark was Ihe firsi Honorary Secrelurv iif 
(he infant Soeicly and held lhal olTiec lor nine years. 
Then, a chiUon for challenge, he held a position of 
Hon Treasurer loi eleven years - a difficult period 
during an eeonomic depression. Iroiiieally. on die 
eelehratioii of llic Twenty Fifth Anniversary' of the 
Philosophical Society of Adelaide on Seplcmbei 
3()di IH78. shortly before Royal accession. Iiis ilealh 
had to be recordecl by the CotinnI. 

Also, in aileiHlaUce a| the three preliminarv 
meetings ;ii Yoimg’s house, as well as at the 
inaugural gailieriiig lo launch the Socieiy, w.is 
Chill le.s Oregtrry Feinaigle. He was a .s5 Veal old BA 
graduate I'roiu Trinity College. rJuhlin wlu'se name 
appears lor ihe lifsi lime in ihc .Soiiih Australian 
Alnumac lor IS.'il as the lleadmasier of the High 
.Sehocil, He is cited as the originalor of the scheme to 
launch die Soeicly. 

Dr Widain tirosse and a Mr Jones, whose history 
is obseuie. made up Ihc icnuiining members of the 
inuiigurating foiinniiiec. .After being eo-upied as 
Viee President in 1835, as well as presenting a paper 
on Resfwraiioii in .Yugiisr. Gio.sve was slid rc-eorded 
as .1 lull member (wenty five years later, f liis record 
appeared in die formal of ilu- first issue ol' the 
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I r;iiisji.'tinns ;iiilI l'rotveiliny> of ilic I'hilosoplijinl 
S<ii.’iciv aIliiIi is mil 1(111 ilisMiniliir lYum ihc 
'liiinsiMiun.s ii| lltc liiivnl Soaely urSnnih AiNriiliii 
Int: iiidiiy Niiiiidy. iiitsL'iiiLiiiiiiis ui ihi; i?oi.'icu 
• ippLUr xs fully po(.' r-ruvicwctl, Ci'UiK'il iipproUil 
]M|’cis. The IrufiMiclicns hiivc Ldiiiinui’cl (o tie 
puhlislieil ever sinee. 

My hiiiiiary I8S4 lire inlniil Sueieiv had gruwii lo 
ihiiiy -five memhers, ii had u properly eiinsiiaiLed sei 
ol Rules and it had adi'pled its lirsi Annual Rejrorl. 
AinonL’ ils Oflieers il had allraeied Mis I Aeclleney 
Sir I M l- Volina as I’resideni. 

'('he Men 

In viddition iii tonimniin^ ilieir elVori lo hoih the 
('oi'inaliiiu ,uid oMuoiiiL' eoiurilniiions lo the meetings 
o| |lie MhlliisiiphiLul Soeiely, diese yoniie nien acre 
niotc than juM aeadeniie. Both Young and I 'einaiale 
aeie sei/.ed with gold fevci and went lu ihe 
Vieiorian lYigging.s". Another founding Memher 
l.dward Havy. ■'...a \ersalile doctor,. had S. , 
already been leeognised, .. hack in England. "... 
Us a lormidable rj\ al to ...Cooke and Wheatstone in 

lelegruphy". tfnec in Adelaide, he pursued a 
eaieer as a jounialist and was editor of The Adflaidv 
I yimmier Later he was a nutnagei of ihe \aiala 
Copper Smelting works and was Conuollei of ilie 
Ciovenmienl Assay ('fffiee where gold tokens weiv 
Iviiig eoinesi for the Insl lime in Anslralia. Shorllv 
Lifier tliis he heeanie a farmer and ihen ran a 
sideshow. 

W VV.R. Whilndge was a jotirnalisi and pasltiralisi 
and. heliig tlie editor ol the \nO/vt/ h.\(illiiiu i' iiltd 
Mihsetinently of The R(.'f>i\h'r. he advoealetl the 
sahk'- am) prai deed Ihe arl. of pnhlieiiy: especially 
of Ihe papers ol the Adelaide Philo.sophieal .Soeieiy. 
Nol only vv.t.s he u very literary man who prcsonicti 
an cindite paper on Cas.sin.s l.onginii.s The 
I’Inlosopher's C I ilie in Fehruary IH54. hiil in ISSh, 
lie liilked on ..a lew c.spcrinienl.s iriade liy the 
wrilei . ■ on " . o/onotnclrie st.niidarcis. . ", Sadly, 
he died ui the age ol'Ah years. 

Among these founding memhers, ihe premier 
Ii imissaiKV man innsi he tiwardcil lo Mr 13 Hersehel 
Mahhagc, Among his papers re. id over the first five 
years ol rept'iled meetings. Mahbage's ineinded one 
on 'The All ol Ihe Dagiierieolyping" Olhers ranged 
Itum ■■ .Meieomlogienl ( fliservuiions ’. Ihrongh 
The Presenee of Basaltic and Trip Rocks in Gold 
Loimalioii in the Colony" and "The Coinieeiion 
MefWei'n ffelii-ieni [lon.se-didinage ami [)ise,ise''. 
Hisloi i(.rdlv. his doiailed discussion ahoul a proposed 
rspedition into the Interior was of polilical 
sigiiirieaiiee and it was Ihe Lord Bishop of Adelaitle 
who moved the vole ol lli.ink-d 4his ilivetsily i.s 
perhups iiiistirprismg when one lecalls itiai this 



Mahhage's faihei was the Tuileil Kitglish 

inallieinatieian. eonhoversialisl tiiid hilliei of the 
computer. C’liarle.s Bahhage 

To enliven the diversity of oUi own titles, out 
Pi'ogritnnnc fhliecn miiy like lo lake iiole of Iwo 
absiraels in IH.sf and IS55. Churlcs Ikivies spoke on 
"Spimiiineuiis ('omhusdim" and "Huiiian 

Sponlancons Comhusiion"! 

The ‘•{'onfliienient” Before Ihe Birlh 
and Posl-partnritioii 

The preuii sol's to the lormalioii ol the .Adelaide 
Philosopliic.il .Society can he Iraced hack lo the 
•Adelphi C’htmihcrs, London in Angtist 18.34 when the 
South .Australian Literary and Seienlifie .Associaiioii 
was fiiiindcil III formighi alter the Ci.ilony hail 
iveeived Royal assent I. Alter various iTiisadvenlnre.-., a 
lihrarv clicsl ol soiiiewiial damaged hook.s evenmallv 
an ived in Ailclaide. together with the Royal Cliaiier 
lor the Gtloiiy. The stale of such gooyis and ihe ilelay 
in tiinvak did not augur well ft'i the success td the 
Av.sociation and. imleetl, riirthcr meetings in South 
Au.stralia stum ceased. (3ver Ihe next ten liirhiileni 
years, attempts to develop "The Ailelaide McelitmicA 
Insijlute' laded. This Inslilule was tleveloped altirig 
the sirnilai lines lo the hodies of niechanies dial hrul 
heen I'oimed hack in Britain by the (Quaker l.'icoigc 
Birkheck. Tlie.se Insiimie.s were deemed to improve 
Ihe MKils and Ihe earning capacity ti| ineehanies. I he 
very ehli.sl. middle class. .Adelaide Suhsenpliim 
Lihlary w as also msiimtcd, It tm.' was modelleil on the 
hesi r.ncli.sh examples with high stih.seiiptions and 
exeliisive memheishi|i. Tltc perspicuciotis- Ch.trles 
Mann. Cmwii Solieilor. inlellceliial and siih.sei|nen|ly 
a Memixa of Ihe embryonic Plulosophicid Societv. 
had idenlilled that the pressure of emplovineni 
necessary lor etu'ly csuiblishmeni of immigi-uiivin in 
the new ct'lony hail been responsible for Ihe tlentise of 
Ihe South Ausiialian Literary and SeicnUlie 
Assoeialitm. Ills view now applied lo the .Adelaide 
Siihseriptitin Lihniry. This angiisi body sitnilaily 
declined. However, by 1848. following an approiich 
hy the Meelianie.s' Insiimic. an amalgamation 
siiiprisnigly gtive rise, even after some early 
inisnainagemctil, to the " ..liisly infant.,,", die .Suiiih 
Austritluin Institute. Inairporulioii of the sl.v-yeiii old 
Philc'sophieal ScKiely with it was elTecled in IS.tft. 
While Ihe hiiisoii wa.s noi wholly advtiniageons to the 
Plnlosupliieul Society, it laid established itsell as a 
pivscnier of material of high standxid. flpwards ol 
311(1 )iapers hail been read hy 1870 at nearly T7(i 
meeling'-k. Morenver- ln'ief ahsiraets of the 
Transact iims of the Pliilosophieal Soeieiy, appealed 
tliiririg .1 period of inconsisieiil aiuuial rcporlitig ,r, 
a|ipeiidiees in the Aniuial Reports of die Sonih 
Australian hisiiiuie, 
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CclehraU* and Commit 

So. |uiilitig aside the dillieiillic'; ihul (lie iiiluiii 
Soeicly ciKliiicd. up iiiilil its accession lu heconie tlte 
Rav’d Sociely oT Soiiili Australia, we can colchrale 
200.C willi siMlie hislaric pride, a.s the one hunvlred 
and I'iliielJi anuivcrsaiy' ol' ihe iiiccpiiaii ol our 
predecessv)]- ill 1R53. 

Perhaps, during the next 27 years, bel'ore our Royal 
pulronage ot' I8R0 can he I'orinally eelcbruied. we 
cun he jolted into ensuring that we how huild on Ihe 
ririii t'oot-hoki thill our predecessors have provided 
us over the past 150 years. We must square up to the 
challenge dial we have recently eonllmied in the 
revision td' our Ctillsiitulitm and Rules, Tlie 
promolion and dilTiision ol scientific knowledge 
includes 

(i) a inaiiitenancc of our high standard of 
puhlieatioil. 

(ii) high orders of diverse presentations to our 
1‘cllowship and guests. 

(i(i| stronger encourageineni to our younger 
inve.stigators and 

(iv) a eommiiinenl through oui Kellowship |o 
widen the benent to the general continuniiv wilb Ihe 
fniils of our corporate and individual eurii'sity. 

Ill addressing these aims 1 would like to. see several 
dcvelopinenis. 

While niaintaining Ihe very high (luality of peer 
review. Ihe Trail suctions and other publications 
should he made into even more widely accessible 
modes of disseminuiion - hy format modifieation 
and elcetronie availability. 

The promotion of our already broad programme of 
presentations anil meetings needs to be lailored lo 
encourage audieiiee.s to reeogni.se Ihe broader 
spectrum of interactive knuwleilgc that has become 



denietl by the more speeiali.si nteciing.s frequented by 
many ol us practicing seienlisis. (The rtiison d'etre of 
our Society may even nourish Ihe manifestation of a 
phoenix fronr ihc ashes of a defunct ANZAAS!). 

Given the huge reservoir of expertise and 
experience in our memhership. the Royal .St'ciety of 
.South Australia Inc. has a responsibility to generate 
a more recognisable pmllle and catalyse a s|ri>nger 
authority beivveen the knowledge bases of the 
relevant insiilulions aronnti the stale and ourselves, 
and beyond. That responsibility ineludes addressing 
thciiplimal way that the eonlenl.s of our library. 4lKf 
of which is unique within Smilh Australia, can be 
accessed. 

hinally. while we all acknowledge that a vibrant 
and actively developing membership base is erueial, 
of more inipurtance is what resource we can offer 
lhal memhership. We need to he eognisanl of what 
our resources really are. Acquisition, upgrading and 
munagernent of those resources are our eo-(>pcruiive 
responsibilities. In the eurienl politically correct 
vernacular, we might have described our •‘lusty 
infants" as rcsoiiiec-dcprived. But they were 
endeavour-rich. Can Ihc Royal .Society of Soiiili 
Australia Inc. match their resolve in the next one 
handled and lifly years’.' I believe lhal we call uikl 
will. 

■So, us we eclehraic the re.siiurce-ricli status that our 
I’oiefallters have laid down, can we lake this 
opportunity to ask ourselves what conlribuiion each 
can novv make lo provide llie legacy for the next 27 
years towards the eclehratii'it of the anniversary of 
Royal accession'.' 

Ole W. Wiehkin 

I'reskleiii 

3 1 St May 2003 




